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between future time and past time : indeed if they move
in a circle both are one."

The Silver King leaps up, shouts " Innocent! Inno-
cent {" and dashes off, thus anticipating Act V and
spoiling the whole play. The musing Spirit, musing of
course backwards, says, " Poor fellow, I hadn't the heart
to tell him that this only applies to primary motion and
not to Entropy. And murder of course is a plain case
of Entropy."

And now let us try to explain. Entropy means the
introduction into things that happen of a random element,
as opposed to things that happen and " unhappen," like
a turning wheel, good either way, or a ball falling and
bouncing as high as it falls, or the earth going around the
sun. These primary motions are "reversible," As far
as they are concerned, time could just as well go back as
forward. But now introduce the element of random
chance, You remember how Humpty Dumpty fell off
the wall. All the king's horses and all the king's men
couldn't put Humpty together again. Of course not.
It was a straight case of " entropy." But now consider
a pack of cards fresh from the maker, all in suits, all in
order again ? They might, but they won't. Entropy.
Take this case. You show a motion picture of a wheel
spinning: You run it backwards : It spins the other
way. That's time, the time of primary motion, both
ways alike. Now show a motion picture of a waiter
with a tray of teacups : he drops them : they roll in a
hundred fragments. Now run it backwards : you see all
the little fragments leap up in the air, join neatly into
cups, and rest on the tray. Don't think that the waiter
smiles with relief: he doesn't: he can't smile back-
wards : he just relaxes horror to calm.

Here then is Entropy, the smashing down of our world
by random forces that don't reverse. The heat and cold
of Carnofs Second Law are just one case of it- This is
the only way by which we can distinguish which of two
etente came first. It's our only clue as to which way